
VARNISH FINISHES 

 

The first hours and moving in with a varnished 

floor 

Whilst it will take a little while for the finish on 

your floor to dry fully, we have chosen our 

products carefully to minimise the time before 

you can really begin to live with and enjoy your 

product. 

Your floor should be touch dry within just a few 

hours (usually 1-3) but this is just the surface 

hardening and you should wait 8 hours before 

use.  It may be possible to walk on the floor in 

bare or stockinged feet for brief periods before 

this, please ask one of our trained finishers 

should you think this will be necessary. 

 

After 24 hours: 

Please ensure you have put some form of felt or 

other protective pads on the legs/feet of any 

furniture to avoid scuffing your floor.  Wherever 

possible we would recommend leaving very 

large items of furniture for longer (72 hours), 

but standard domestic items can be moved in at 

this time. 

Rugs should not be placed on the floor until 7 

days have elapsed. 

Caring for your floor 

The finish on your wood floor has been chosen 

to give the best finish and wear resistance for 

the intended use.  As such, it should give you 

many years of enjoyment with the simplest level 

of care; a good vacuum is the best tool for the 

job, with the head brushes down or sweeping 

with a soft broom. 

Prevention is better than cure.  Good quality 

barrier matting in doorways is one of the easiest 

ways of preventing dirt from being tracked 

across your floor and drastically reduces the 

chance of matter you may bring in on your 

shoes from outside scratching the finish. 

 

Even with the most attentive level of vacuuming 

or sweeping your floor will need a little extra 

care from time to time.  A flat mop with a swivel 

head and good quality cleaner used sparingly 

will cope with all but the most resistant of 

marks.  

Really difficult marks can be spot cleaned with a 

cloth lightly dampened with the same floor 

cleaner and minimal effort.  The old style mop 

and bucket should not be used, as it will place 

too much water on the floor, which will be to its 

detriment over time. 

After Care 

Once you have lived with your floor for a while it 

may begin to lose its lustre but the good news is 

there are finishes on the market that can 

revitalise your floor and leave it looking as good 

as new once more, but that time is a long way 

off yet and so we would simply invite you to call 

us in a few years (depending on traffic and 

wear) when we can let you know the best 

product currently available. 

 

 



 

OILED FINISHES 

The first hours and moving in with an oiled 

floor 

An oiled floor has a different appearance to one 

that has been varnished (lacquered).  This is 

because the oil soaks into the wood and leaves 

the surface much more open, giving a warm feel 

and preserving the natural matt appearance of 

the wood. 

The regime and recommendations are very 

similar to lacquered floors, prevention by use of 

good mats is far better than cure.  Coupled with 

the use of a soft brush and/or vacuum daily this 

should provide most of the cleaning your floor 

will need. 

Periodic cleaning with a flat head mop and 

products such as the Bona floor care kit will see 

your floor give you many years of pleasure.  

Once again we stress that this needs only to be 

damp, not wet.  Over use of liquid will cause 

your floor to look dry very quickly as the oils are 

leached from the wood. 

 

 

After Care 

Should your floor look dry and the colour less 

rich than it is now, your floor will benefit from a 

little renovation.  The products used for this and 

the frequency of application can vary dependant 

on levels of foot traffic. 

Rugs and tape whether oiled or varnished 

Many people use double sided tape to hold floor 

coverings in place.  You must NEVER do this with 

your new floor, whether oiled or varnished 

(lacquered).  The solvents in the glue on these 

high adhesive (high tack) tapes penetrates the 

wood and weakens the finish used, causing it to 

bubble as it comes away from the layers closest 

to the wood, or shear away from the wood 

totally.  The best alternative is a non-slip 

underlay beneath the rug.  In the case of 

decorators wishing to tape sheeting down to 

protect your floor, very low tack adhesive tape 

can be used.  It is vital that exposure time is kept 

to a minimum and the tape is removed 

CAREFULLY as soon as the work is finished. 

All of this information is also available via our 

website, listed on the front of this leaflet. 

S a n d a lw o o d  

Plymouth & S Hams 

01752 556667 

Exeter & Torbay 

01803 856666 

www.woodfloorsolutions.com 

 

We believe we are the best in 

our profession and hope your 

new floor means you do too. 

Thank you for your valued 

custom. 

Richard Ward, Director 

Sandalwood 

‘For all your wood flooring 

solutions’ 


